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Agenda item

Notice of motion received by Councillor Sell: Reducing Plastic Waste

 Meeting of Council, Tuesday, 9th October, 2018 7.30 pm (Item 12.)

“The Council notes that the prime minister has declared war on plastic, with an 
announcement that the government hopes to “eliminate all avoidable plastic waste” 
within 25 years.  This Council therefore resolves to play its part locally and lead by 
example in helping to reduce plastic waste. To this end the Council will establish a 
working party to consider: 

I. Ways in which single issue plastics used by the Council can be replaced with 
sustainable or reusable alternatives where practicable.

II. How the Council can play its role in helping to educate members of the public 
about plastic waste.

III. The provision of public drinking fountains across Uttlesford and encouraging a 
culture of refillable bottles, to promote health, reduce litter and cut the use of 
plastic.

IV. How to use the links we have with businesses in Uttlesford to encourage them 
to reduce the amount of plastic waste produced and encourage participation 
in refill schemes in town centres.

V. Lobbying for a plastic bottle deposit return scheme and support for the 
campaigns from Keep Britain Tidy, the Marine Conservation Society, 
Campaign to Protect Rural England and Reloop.

 The Council authorises the Chief Executive to establish the membership of the 
working party following discussion with group leaders.”

 Minutes:

Councillor Sell said he was grateful to the Portfolio Holder for Environmental 
Services for her suggestions regarding this motion.  He therefore now sought to 
make an alteration, to propose that the existing Waste Strategy Panel be asked to 
carry out the work proposed, rather than establishing a new working group to do so.   
Members consented to this alteration.

Councillor Sell read out the altered motion as follows:

 “The council notes that the prime minister has declared war on plastic, with an 
announcement that the government hopes to “eliminate all avoidable plastic waste” 
within 25 years.  This council therefore resolves to play its part locally and lead by 
example in helping to reduce plastic waste. To this end the Council will ask the 
Waste Strategy Panel to consider:
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I. ways in which single issue plastics used by the Council can be 
replaced with sustainable or reusable alternatives where practicable

II. How the Council can play its role in helping to educate members of the 
public about plastic waste, 

III. The provision of public drinking fountains across Uttlesford and 
encouraging a culture of refillable bottles, to promote health, reduce 
litter and cut the use of plastic an

IV. How to use the links we have with businesses in Uttlesford to 
encourage them to reduce the amount of plastic waste produced and 
encourage participation in refill schemes in town centres

V. Lobbying for a plastic bottle deposit return scheme and support for the 
campaigns from Keep Britain Tidy, the Marine Conservation Society, 
Campaign to Protect Rural England and Reloop.

 Councillor Sell said the motion attempted to ensure that this Council led by example 
on a very serious issue, given the inordinate amount of plastic which was sent to 
landfill and which was in the wider environment.  Unless the situation changed, there 
would be more plastic in the oceans than fish.  This motion was not intended to be 
prescriptive, but was to look at ways to tackle plastic waste.  He proposed the 
motion.

Councillor Fairhurst seconded the motion. 

Councillor S Barker thanked Councillor Sell for accepting her suggestions for 
changing the motion.  The proposed work should be focussed and should be 
reported to Council in December.  The Secretary of State was expected to produce a 
report on the use of plastics, consideration of which should be incorporated into the 
review. 

Councillor Fairhurst said it was good to lead, and to encourage people to take small 
actions themselves, as if everyone did so it would make a difference.

Councillor Hargreaves asked whether the working party could look at collections out 
of street bins. 

Councillor S Barker said the County Council had a Materials Recovery Facility for 
black bin waste, which did reduce residual waste.  Regarding street bins, the 
suggested advice to the public was to take recyclables home for disposal. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried.

RESOLVED  The council notes that the prime minister has declared war on plastic, 
with an announcement that the government hopes to “eliminate all avoidable plastic 
waste” within 25 years.  This council therefore resolves to play its part locally and 
lead by example in helping to reduce plastic waste. To this end the Council will ask 
the Waste Strategy Panel to consider:
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I. ways in which single issue plastics used by the Council can be 
replaced with sustainable or reusable alternatives where practicable

II. How the Council can play its role in helping to educate members of the 
public about plastic waste, 

III. The provision of public drinking fountains across Uttlesford and 
encouraging a culture of refillable bottles, to promote health, reduce 
litter and cut the use of plastic an

IV. How to use the links we have with businesses in Uttlesford to 
encourage them to reduce the amount of plastic waste produced and 
encourage participation in refill schemes in town centres

V. Lobbying for a plastic bottle deposit return scheme and support for the 
campaigns from Keep Britain Tidy, the Marine Conservation Society, 
Campaign to Protect Rural England and Reloop.
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